1814]     DIARY OF JAMES GALLATIN

of government under which I was born and have ever
lived never made me desirous that it should, by way of
experiment, be applied to countries which might be better
fitted for a limited monarchy. And if this be that which
suits you best, I think the ancient dynasty in every
respect preferable to a new one. Unfortunately, whilst
the greater part of the civilized world rejoices at the
restoration of a general peace, the United States alone
remain at war, and are placed in a more critical situation
than ever they were since the first years of their revolu-
tion. Pride, avarice, and ambition will throw here great
obstacles to an accommodation for which there has ever
been, on our part, the most sincere disposition. I write
to you well knowing your unalterable attachment for
America, and that, if in your power, you will lend your
assistance in promoting that result.

ALBEET GALLATIN.
Diary resumed:

APKCL23

Father very busy. He has been in close conference with
Lords Castlereagh, Liverpool, and Bathurst. There is
much to be discussed. . . .

APEEL26

Still waiting to hear when the English Commission think
of starting for Ghent. Father would have much preferred
carrying out the negotiation in London, but our other
Commissioners refused point-blank; they were either
afraid or too proud to come to England. Of course they
look upon father as a foreigner. This has annoyed him
yery much. He will, I fear, have a very tough time of it
in keeping his colleagues in unison, although, by the
accident of his being appointed last on the Commission,
te is practically the head of it. This position all the
Commissioners acknowledge with the exception of Mr.
Adams, who is a firebrand. . . .of institutions probably as free and liberal
